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SUBJECT: ASIAN/AFRICAN LEGAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

1 . FONMIN LEGAL DIRECTOR HASHIM DJALAL, WHO WILL ATTEND 
SUBJECT MEETING IN NEW DELHI JULY 31 TO AUGUST 30, ASKED EMBASSY 
IF AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON HAD ACCEPTED THE INVITATION TO ATTEND 
THIS MEETING OF 14 ASIAN/AFRICAN COUNTRIES AND 17 OUTSIDE 
COUNTRIES TO DISCUSS DEEP SEA MINING, THE OUTER LIMITS OF 

THE CONTINENTAL SHELF AND REVENUE SHARING. WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
ANY INFORMATION WE COULD PASS ON TO DJALAL CONCERNING U.S. 
REPRESENTATION. 

2. DJALAL, WHO HAS BEEN VERY ACTIVE AND EFFECTIVE NEGOTIATOR 
IN THE INDONESIAN DELGATION TO LOS SESSIONS, GAVE EMBOFFS 
HIS PERSONAL ASSESSMENT OF THE STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS. HE 
THOUGHT THAT A GREAT DEAL OF PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE IN RESOLV- 
ING ISSUES SUCH AS THE LANDLOCKED COUNTRIES BECAUSE THERE HAD 
FINALLY BEEN THE POLITICAL WILL ON THE PART OF IMPORTANT 
INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES TO DO SO. HE CONSIDERED THIS POLI- 
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TICAL WILL ENTIRELY LACKING AT THE MOMENT ON THE ISSUE 
OF THE OUTER LIMITS OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF, PARTICULARLY 

ON THE PART OF NORWAY, ARGENTINA AND SRI LANKA. HE RE- 
MAINED OPTIMISTIC, NONETHELESS, BECAUSE THERE WAS A POS- 
SIBILITY OF RESOLVING OTHER REMAINING ISSUES SUCH AS 
DEEP SEA MINING AND WITH THEIR RESOLUTION THE MOMENTUM FOR 
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A LOS TREATY COULD ULTIMATELY FORCE A SETTLEMENT OF THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF QUESTION. 

GARDNER 
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